290                  UNDECLARED   WAR
the case, for instance, of Captain Hausammann of
St. Gallen. This man was the publicity organizer for
the Swiss Officers' Society; he now circulated letters
in which he complained that the Left press was
responsible for Gustloff's death and was storing up
justification for a German attack upon Switzerland;
Hausammann, in other words, offered the liberty of
the Swiss press to the Nazis on a plate. The Officers'
Society declared that it did not share his opinions, but
he was not required to resign, and it was felt that
military opinion did not sufficiently condemn his
views.
In March the Germans remilitarized the Rhineland
and the Swiss National Assembly agreed to devote
credits to the tune of 235 million Swiss francs to
rearmament; all parties agreed to this, and the Social
Democrats now became Switzerland's most enthusi-
astic patriots. On the whole, opinion was hardening
against Hitler. The National Front gradually crumbled
into various pieces, but while the central core remained
with Tobler as its chief, several other more pugnacious
groups were formed by ex-Frontists. The chief of
these was the Eidgenossisch-So^ialistische Arbeiter Partei,
usually known as the E.S.A.P, and led by an ex-Grey
Guardsman, Ernst Hofmann of Zurich; another group
directed by Herren Oehler and Zander emerged rather
later and called itself the Bund treuer Eidgenossen national-
so^ialistischer Weltanschauung; the former started a news-
paper called the Schwei^rvolk} the latter another
called the Schmi^erdegen. Hofmann, whose activities
attracted more attention for a time, seems, according
to his neighbours' accounts, to have been a quarrel-
1 This name was only adopted after two others had been discarded.